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We welcome spring daffodils and crocuses after & long, hard winter, but

]
» Prudential
the foral harvest designed by Ruthie Maddock offers beauty year-round. ,-"-? 1'11 EH lﬂ
Some of her newest blooms, in fact, belong to top Academy Award A DVA N TAG E '
honorees. "

In Ruthie’s Garden, Maddock's Glen Ellyn home-based business, she
produces ariginal pieces of art made from classic silk owers centerad
with vimtage jewels.

= Click ta anlarge Image "Evary single flower is one of a Kind

beczuse the cenleris always
different” said Maddock, 42. % would VIDED i mORE s

newver make two of 3 Kind.”
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Maddock buys pasies anywhere she
finds some she likes. Then her real

wiork - recreating the flowers - bagins. Tosnada Vietims Face . .
She lakes each flower apart and @ Recovery T sl IO

B Play

glues the pelals pgether, one by one,
to ensure a symmetrical design,
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Maddock croates one-of-o-kind 5l i Rh
fleral pins for her home-based _Naﬂlsna pﬂms'ﬂdﬁﬁ ﬂln'j HE}I_"S;"T ' h i
business, Ruthie’s Garden, Jewwalry, soparated by color, o find oy Y.
Courtesy of Ruthie Maddock |ust the right piece for each flower, “It WL =
could take a really lang time or ba
guick,” she said. "“That's the ar, | TOP STORIES ::
mlnk_- . — - ——— — 1 ——
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Although Maddock searches anlique stores (o find most of the jewelry, (Don't) be our guost

she explained, °| call it vintage instead of antigue because | dontwant 1o

rislead anyone. BLSINESS

She Favors certain stones, she said, such as aurora borealis_ colored Arssiome S8es: plumei

crysial, pearls and jet-black.

SPORTS
“But then 111 find, say, wood,” she said. *I1l say, This one is my favonte,’ Bulldegs settle for second
but the next week, Il have a different one,” By Vikings third Viestern

The brooches range in size from 2 to 6 inches, come in virlually every hue
and cost 528 to 342, Each has a pin and a clip 5o itwon't damage fabrics. EMTERTAIMMENT
Hoble Fool addresses digltal

MNew blassoms in this artists bouguel are three kinds of shoe clips: age relationships
flowers with jewels, ribbons with jewels or simply ribbons,

LIFESTYLES
Although Maddock didn't set out to turm the floral pins into a business, an religlon ealendar

was always important

As Ruth MeCausland, she grew up a5 one of five siblings in Wheaton,
Afler graduating from the former Wheaton Central High School, she
played soccer and earmed an arl dagree from Eastern lllinois University, selling walercolors 1o help with luition,

She worked as a graphic artist and met her husband, Mike, who invenis, brands and markets new producls and is a founding partner of
Maddock Douglas Inc. in Eimhurst. She became a stay-at-home maom afer their older son, Gunnar, now 9, was borm.

Soan after son Cody. now 5, joined the family, Maddocx visited an arl fair booth whera handmade floral purses were sold, "The area was
decorated with flowers, and | loved them,” she recalled. " thought, What could | do with them?™

What she did was start making the pins for herself, using costume jewelry from her late grandmother. Next came brooches for family members
and friends,

Butwhen strangers began siopping Maddock to ask where she bought her ping, she knew they'd sell, “Then | feltlike | needed a home for
them,” she said

The first home sha found was al Good Works Gallery in Glen Ellyn, which has sald Maddock’s creations since 2004, Samples of Ruthia's
Garden now also grace the landscapes at Impressions in Whealon, Baubles & More in Downers Grove and other bouligues throughoul the
Chicago area.

Ta reach Maddack, call 630-776-2032. Examples may alsa be seen al waww ruthias garden.com,

Last fall Maddock showed her ping at 2 Nanhbraok event, where her boeath was next 1o one selling short swing capes, She held oneg her
brooches up 1o the fleece capes as she considered which color o buy.

Soan the cape designers orderad pins 1o enhance the capes, and then ordered mora and more_ After ane order shortly before the Academy
Aweards, they told Maddock, "They're going into the nominees' gift bags!®

Ruthie's Garden touches more than artistic urges in its owner, however; its become a way of helping others, & priority in the Maddock family.

Maddock, for exampla, leads the senior high youth group at Parkview Sommunity Church, coaches her older son's fourth-grada soccer team
and edits the Diamante Monlessari newsletler, The entire family will ravel to Mexico in mid-May 1o spend a week helping a family build a
home through Homes of Hope, an organization similar to Habitat for Hemanity.

Alsa, Maddock donates atleast 30 percent of her profits, primarily to World Vision but o other local cavses as well, Her ayes fill with tears as
she recalls 2 elevision spedial on Rwanda, 8 program that led to her decision to aid World Vision,

"IRuthie’s Garden) is & creative, fun cullet, but there’s a mission, there's a purpese,” Maddock said. *I'm like a stay-at-home mom, butl can still
do something.”

Sandy Stavens has ived in Glen Ellyn singe 7884, Contact her al ssmamabear@acl.com or ot The Sun, TE00 W, Ogden Ave., Naperville, IL
GO540.

READER COMMENTS: PowRLD BY L3 Pliiais,

You must be Roged in b ave a comment, Login | Register

Submit

FOWERE D B g B Luesia,

Ads by Googla

Sell Pln

We Pay Cash For Used & Broken GoklJewey, BEB Member. Safo & Easy!
v 5 old Pagcom

Brooches & Plns Salo

Extensivie Collection Of Brosches BPins. Greal Prices Since 15521

Vs, O S - SN 5. SO

Vintage Costume Jowalry

Fare Museum Qualty PlecesStyling Services and Boutigue
wvw'.houseoflavanda.com

Antlgue & Vintage Jewelny

Fing Geargian, WVisiorian, Edwardirndrt Mouveau neckineds, pendanis,..,
A jenialofatime oom

Sparkler Brooches & Pins

Gorgoous Crystal Broochos & Firsodorn jackots coals scarves 0% off
wvw, bellafashior ey . com

glonollynsun.com: Feedback | Contact Us | About Us | Advertise With Us | Modia Kit |
Glon Ellyn Sun: Subseriba | Onlins Phola Stora
Affillatos; YourSeasoncom | RogerEbertcoam | SearchChicage - Autos | SearchChicago - Homas | SearchChicago - Jobs | MelghborhoodCircla.com | Centersiagn
Express Links: TV Lislings | Blogs | Cantoratage | Yollow Pages | Obitwaries | RogorE bort. com Movies & more | Restavrant Roviows | Eating In

X BOOKMARE of 00 &Y
B Copyright 2008 Digital Chicago, Ino. | Torms of Use « Privacy Policy « Submission Guidlinas




